Dear Incoming 8th Grade Students and Parents,


This letter is to inform you of the required summer reading books and assignments for all eighth grade students.  All readings and assignments are to be completed prior to the beginning of the 2010-2011 academic year.  The first selection is The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle  and the second book is And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie.  Students will not be required to read the entirety of Sherlock Holmes, so be sure to check the assignment instructions listed below.

Should you have any questions, please contact the English Department chair, Mr. McGowan, at omcgowan@oratoryprep.org.  
Thank You,

The Oratory Prep English Department
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Eighth Grade Summer Reading Assignment
1.  Students are to read the following titles from Sherlock Holmes: “A Scandal in Bohemia,” “A Case of Identity,” “The Speckled Band,” and “The Engineer’s Thumb.”  These stories will be more challenging, so read them carefully. 

2.  Students must complete a “Detective’s Log” for each of the stories read in Sherlock Holmes, and complete one And Then There Were None graphic organizer for each of the following characters: Judge Wargrave, Vera Claythorne, Philip Lombard, and Dr. Armstrong.  Students should also select two additional characters of their choice, for a total of six characters and six organizers. These organizers will be posted on the school Edline website under the “Summer Reading” section. We ask that students make additional copies for themselves.  
3.  Students should complete the graphic organizers by printing neatly in the boxes and spaces provided.  The boxes are not very big, so students do not need to write their answers in complete sentences—bullet points are recommended.
4.  Students must bring their completed graphic organizers to class for a grade on the first day of school.
