ORATORY PREPARATORY SCHOOL
COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
2010-2011 School Year
 
 
This booklet contains the courses in the Oratory Prep academic curriculum for the 2010-2011 school year for the use of students, parents, and staff. Presented in three sections, it offers a concise illustration of the academic structure of the school. 
The first section, COURSES BY GRADE, presents the offerings available to students   from grades 7 through 12. Each section lists the core requirements for all students and any electives that might be available to students at that grade level.

 The second section, COURSES BY DEPARTMENT, shows the progression for students in each curriculum, as they follow their academic careers at Oratory.

 The third section, COURSE DESCRIPTIONS, gives a brief narrative of every offering for the 2010-2011 school year.

 Please note that the determination of whether a course is to be offered will be made by the Head of School and the Dean of Academics, depending on such factors as sufficient enrollment, and that unforeseen circumstances may require changes in the offerings.

We hope that students, parents, and staff will find this booklet useful in their planning.

 
Robert Costello, Head of School
Owen McGowan, Dean of Academics

The Oratory Preparatory School

Summit, NJ 

 

 

I. COURSES BY GRADE

S=Semester Course (2.5 credits)   Q=Quarter Course (1.25 credits)   FY=Full Year  
Grade 7
1.  Religion 7  

2.  English 7                                                         

3.  Spanish 7 
 


or Latin 7                                           

4.  Social Health (Phys Ed) (3Q)
5.  Social Health (Health) (1Q)                             

6.  Pre-Algebra  

7.  Science 7                                                         

8.  Social Studies 7                                          

9.  Music 7 (1S)*           

10. Art 7(1S)*

11. Band (FY)* Art and Music could be replaced with Band
                                                          

Grade 8 
1.  Religion 8                                                                                                     

2.  English                                                                                                    

3.  Spanish 8 



or Latin 8                                                               

4.  Personal Health (Phys Ed) (3Q)
5. Personal Health (Health) (1Q)                                                                       

6.  Algebra I



or Algebra I H                                

7.  Science 8                                                        

8.  Social Studies 8                                                                                     

9.  Art 8 (1S)*                
10. Music 8 (1S)*

11. Band (FY)* Art and Music could be replaced with Band                                                      

 
Grade 9 
1.  Religion 9                                                                          

2.  English 9 CP


or English 9 H                               

3.  World Languages: 

              A.  Latin I


or Latin Lit H                                

              B.  Spanish I 


or Spanish II CP/H                            

4.  Health Issues (Phys Ed) (1S)                                 

5.  Health Issues (Health) (1Q) 
6. Computer Skills (1Q)                                                                        

7.  Algebra I CP/H


or Geometry CP/H                                

8.  Biology I CP


or Biology I H                               

9.  World History CP


or World History H                

10. Art 9 (1S)*                                    

11. Music (1S)*

12. Band (FY)* Art and Music could be replaced with Band 
13. 2nd Language Choice (FY)* Art and Music could be replaced with a second                                                                 language choice.
 

Grade 10 
1.  Religion 10                                                                         

2.  American Lit CP/H


                             

3.  World Languages: 

            A. Latin II                              or Latin Lit H 
B. Spanish II CP/H
           or Spanish III CP/H                                            
C. French II CP
           or French II H                                          

4.  Physical Education (1S)         

5.  Driver Ed (1Q)  
6. Music 10 (1Q)                                              

7.  Geometry CP/H


or Algebra II CP/H                                   

8.  Chemistry I CP/H


                                       

9. US History I CP/H


 
10. Elective: 
Full year:
World Language (2nd choice), Band
One semester: (select two)
Law, Economics, Intro to Business, Computer Programming, Ceramics, Drawing & Painting, Art History, Art Studio, Creative Writing

                               

 

 Grade 11 
1.  Religion 11                                             

2.  English 11CP/H


or English Language AP
3.  World Languages:
  A. Latin Lit H                       
  B. Spanish III CP/H
           or Spanish IV CP/H                            
              C. French III CP/H

                                
4.  Physical Education (1S)         

5.  First Aid (1Q)  
6. College Research (1Q)                                

7.  Algebra II CP/H


or Intro to Calc CP/H   

8. Chemistry II AP
    Environmental Science H


   Conceptual Physics CP


 

    Biology II Honors (1S)*


    Physics Honors (1S)*

*prerequisites to Biology AP and Physics AP
              

9. US History II CP/H

or US History II AP  

10. Elective:

Full year:


World Language (2nd choice), Band, Science (2nd choice)

One Semester (select two):
Law, Economics, Intro to Business, Computer Programming, Ceramics, Drawing & Painting, Art History, Art Studio, Creative Writing
 Grade 12 
1.  Religion 12                                           

2.  English 12CP/H


or English Literature AP               

3.  Intro to Calculus CP/H

or Calculus AB AP  
     Calculus Honors


or Statistics

4. Health & Fitness (Phys Ed) (1S)

5.  Health & Fitness (Health) (1Q)

6. Senior Seminar (1Q)

7. Elective:


Full year:

Conceptual Physics CP, Environmental Science H, Spanish IV H, Spanish AP,  Latin V H,  French AP, Band, Sociology, Economics AP, Journalism


One Semester (select two):
Law, Economics, Intro to Business, Computer Programming, Ceramics, Art History, Art Studio, Creative Writing, Bio II Honors, Physics Honors 

II. COURSES BY DEPARTMENT
 
Religion Department  
Grade

Course Name  
 Gr. 7

Religion 7:  The Sacraments and Revelation                 

Gr. 8

Religion 8:  Church History and Introduction to Morality                          

Gr. 9                Religion 9:  Overview of Faith; Theology of the Body; Old Testament  

Gr. 10

Religion 10: Christian Scriptures                                          

Gr. 11

Religion 11: Morality and Justice

Gr. 12

Religion 12: World Religions and Senior Theology Synthesis                            
Note:  All students are required to take a religion course each year. (5 credits each) 

 Language Arts Department
Gr. 7

English 7                                                                                                

Gr. 8 

English 8                                                                                                

Gr. 9

English 9 CP/H

Gr. 10

English 10 CP/H (American Literature)



Elective: Creative Writing (1S-2.5 credits)
Gr. 11

English 11 CP/H (British Literature)


English Language AP


College Research (1Q-1.25 credits)


Elective: Creative Writing (1S-2.5 credits)

Gr. 12

English 12 CP/H (World Literature) 



English Literature AP 


Elective: Journalism


Elective: Creative Writing (1S-2.5 credits)





                           
Note:  All students are required to take the required language arts course each year (5 credits each except where indicated)
              

Fine Arts Department
 Gr. 7

Art 7(1S), Music 7(1S), or Band (FY)                   
Gr. 8

Art 8(1S), Music 8(1S), or Band (FY)                                               

Gr. 9

Art 9 (1S), Music 9(1S), or Band (FY)                    
Gr. 10

Music (1Q)


Electives (1S): Ceramics, Drawing & Painting, Art History, Art Studio

Gr. 11 & 12
Electives (1S): Ceramics, Drawing & Painting, Art History, Art Studio

World Languages Department
Gr. 7

Latin 7


or Spanish 7
Gr. 8

Latin 8


or Spanish 8
Gr. 9

Latin I
     

or Spanish I

 


Latin Lit H*

or Spanish II CP/H

Gr. 10

Latin II 

or Latin Lit H


Spanish II CP/H
or Spanish III CP/H



French II CP/H                 


            
Gr. 11

Latin Lit H 




Spanish III CP/H  
or Spanish IV CP/H


French III CP/H

Gr. 12              Latin Lit H               


Spanish IV H

or Spanish AP


French IVH/AP

*Note:  Students entering Ninth Grade may, with a strong Latin background and departmental permission, take Latin III Honors as their choice of World Language, or as a second language along with French or Spanish. Students who take Latin I will move into this cycle in their junior year.
All students must take three years of a World Language in high school (5 credits each), unless exempted by an Individual Student Plan (ISP).  
Physical Education and Health Department
Gr. 7                      Social Health


Gr. 8                      Personal Health

Gr. 9                      Health Issues 

Gr. 10                    Physical Education 10
&
Drivers’ Education

Gr. 11                    Physical Education 11
&
 First Aid

Gr. 12                    Health & Fitness

Mathematics Department
 Gr. 7                       Pre-Algebra 
Gr. 8                       Algebra I


or Algebra I H

Gr. 9                       Algebra I CP/H

or Geometry CP/H

Gr. 10                     Geometry CP/H

or Algebra II CP/H

Gr. 11                      Algebra II CP/H

or Intro to Calc CP/H              

Gr. 12                      Intro to Calc CP/H
or Calculus Honors

        AP Calculus AB

or Statistics    

Note: Students are required to take four years of Mathematics in their high school years. Those who take Algebra II H in junior year may, if they qualify, take Intro to Calculus, Calculus AP or Calculus Honors in senior year. (5 credits each)
Science Department
 Gr. 7


Science 7
Gr. 8                            Science 8

Gr. 9                            Biology I CP/H                
Gr. 10                          Chemistry I CP/H                 

Gr. 11                          Conceptual Physics CP       
 Chemistry II AP              

                                    Environmental Science H



Biology II H (1S)*
        
Physics H (1S)*



*prerequisites to Biology AP and Physics AP
Gr. 12                          Physics AP    

         or Biology AP               

                                    Conceptual Physics CP        or Environmental Science H



Biology II H (1S)




Physics H (1S)

 Note: All students must take three years of Science in high school.
 
Social Studies Department
Gr. 7                            Social Studies 7 - American History

Gr. 8                            Social Studies 8 - World Geography

Gr. 9                            World History CP/H            
Gr. 10                          US History I CP/H



Electives (1S): Law, Economics, Intro to Business        

Gr. 11                          US History II CP/H             
 


US History II AP



Electives (1S): Law, Economics, Intro to Business

 Gr. 12 

Senior Seminar (1Q)

Electives (FY): Economics AP
Electives (1S): Law, Economics, Intro to Business, Sociology                                                                                                             

Note: All students must take three years of Social Studies in high school. (5 credits each unless otherwise indicated)
 
Technology Department
Gr. 9                    
Computer Skills (1Q)
Gr.10, 11, 12 

Elective (1S): Computer Programming

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
 RELIGION DEPARTMENT (Each course is 5 credits)
RELIGION 7: THE SACRAMENTS AND REVELATION

                  Our study this year will focus on developing an understanding of our Catholic faith through a study of the influence of Jesus in our history, worship, and most of all, in our daily lives. Lecture, discussion, group and individual projects, and presentations will all be incorporated into the course. The reading of Scripture, class prayer, pertinent films and opportunities for the Sacraments will also be made available throughout the year.
 
RELIGION 8: CHURCH HISTORY AND INTRODUCTION TO MORALITY                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         Religion 8 is designed to present the Church, from her beginnings at the Pentecost event through her history, encompassing her teachings and Tradition. It presents the mission of the Church, entrusted to her by Jesus, as the responsibility of all baptized Catholics. 
RELIGION 9: ELEMENTS OF FAITH, OLD TESTAMENT, AND THEOLOGY   OF THE BODY    This course is designed to introduce or review some of the basic theological, moral, historical, and scriptural elements of Catholic Christianity to the freshmen. It will then develop in the student an appreciation for the Hebrew roots of Christian life and faith through an introduction to the Old Testament. The students also receive an introduction to the pope’s Theology of the Body.  This is a rich study in the importance of the Incarnation, giving the students an appreciation for and respect of their own bodies and those of others.

 RELIGION 10: CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURES                                                                                          This course is designed to reinforce and build upon the scripture work begun in freshman year by exposing the student to the New Testament. Through critical reading of both the textbook and the Bible, students will gain a firm grasp of the life of Christ and early Christianity.  
 

RELIGION 11: MORALITY AND JUSTICE                                                                   During this year-long course, the student will examine the theory and practice of Christian living in the modern world. He will examine Christian responses to personal and social moral problems in light of his responsibility to God, neighbor, and self. He will consider freedom, conscience formation, rational decision making, emotional awareness, and traditional sources of Christian morality and justice. 

 
RELIGION 12:                                                                                                                    World Religions (first semester) This course examines the major religious traditions in the contemporary world: Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Islam, Christianity, and others. The cultural, historical, political and spiritual aspects of each religion will be explored with a focus on their specific religious expressions. 

 Senior Theology Synthesis (second semester) This course provides an opportunity for seniors to bring together the various theological resources they have learned throughout their years at Oratory Prep in order to equip themselves for a mature response to the challenges represented by their careers and the values of the society they are entering. The teachings of the Roman Catholic Church are presented as a model of consistent response to these challenges

 

 

LANGUAGE ARTS DEPARTMENT   (Each course is 5 Credits)
 ENGLISH 7                                                                                                                                      The seventh grade English course focuses on reinforcing basic skills, as well as developing language, vocabulary, and composition skills. A nationally acclaimed anthology is the literature core of the course, while PSAT preparation begins with vocabulary ownership and word attack skills. Selected novels and a play are offered for appreciation and analysis. Library research, daily oral language skills, and study skills are included in the curriculum.  
 
ENGLISH 8                                                                                                                                        A continuation and refinement of the composition skills are part of the core of study in eighth grade.  Required readings from supplemental works as well as the core literature text offer a complete picture of young adolescent literature.  PSAT vocabulary study, library research, mastery of mechanics, grammar, and usage, and expository writing skills complement the literary offerings.
 

ENGLISH 9 CP                                                                                                                  The primary emphasis of this course is placed on the development of English skills and the study of a variety of authors.  Literature will be studied through a genre-based approach, and students will be able to understand elements that enhance appreciation of short stories, nonfiction, drama, poetry, and novels.  Students will also study grammar and vocabulary, and have extensive opportunity to respond to literature through writing, in descriptive, narrative, expository, and creative modes.
 
ENGLISH 9 HONORS                                                                                                      The primary emphasis of this course is placed on the development of English skills and the study of a variety of authors.  Literature will be studied through a genre-based approach, and students will be able to understand elements that enhance appreciation of short stories, nonfiction, drama, poetry, and novels.  Students will also study grammar and vocabulary, and have extensive opportunity to respond to literature through writing, in descriptive, narrative, expository, and creative modes.  Students in English 9 Honors will progress at a faster pace and be responsible for more reading than English 9 CP students.
Prerequisite:  85% in Grade 8 English with teacher recommendation and Oratory Placement Test score.

ENGLISH 10 CP (AMERICAN LITERATURE)                                                                                                               This full year required course surveys the American literary scene from Colonization to the Twentieth Century.  It provides students with knowledge of the interrelationship between the historical time period and the background of the author and the literature which was produced. The important cultural movements of the 19th and 20th century will be studied to allow the students a greater understanding of the literature. Daily applications to grammar, usage, and mechanics help to build strong reading, writing, and speaking skills.  Vocabulary enrichment provides a background for PSAT applications, and writing practices model the SAT I writing assessment.
 
ENGLISH 10 HONORS (AMERICAN LITERATURE HONORS)                            This full year course surveys the American literary scene from Colonization to the Twentieth Century. It provides students with an understanding of the various literary movements throughout American history and the correlation of each era to its contemporary historical events. Literary critical research is intrinsic to the writing requirements of the course. In addition to focusing on literature, students will also strengthen their analytical writing skills and invest in their vocabulary ownership.  Emphasis will also be placed on preparation for the SAT I writing assessment test. This course is designed to prepare students who plan to enroll in the English 11 AP course and the English 12 AP course. 

Prerequisite: 85% or higher in English 9 Honors or 90% or higher in English 9 CP with teacher recommendation.

 
ENGLISH 11 CP (BRITISH LITERATURE)                                                                   This full year offering seeks to acquaint the student with a representative study of the literature of British Isles from the Anglo-Saxon Period to the Twentieth Century. Several modern and contemporary, supplemental reading selections are required as well as composition assignments which build upon skills necessary for SAT performance.  Vocabulary study, public speaking, term paper preparation, and daily oral language exercises comprise the coursework.

 

ENGLISH 11 HONORS (BRITISH LITERATURE HONORS)                                     This course seeks to acquaint the student with a representative study of the literature of British Isles from the Anglo-Saxon Period to the Twentieth Century. Required novels that capture the essence of this literary period are requirements set forth in this curriculum.  Sophisticated writing skills, vocabulary study, library research, public speaking, and refinement of daily language skills which emphasize grammar, usage, and mechanics prepare students to continue on the honors track or consider the AP program in grade 12. 
Prerequisite: 85% or higher in 10 English Honors or 90% or higher in English 10 CP with teacher recommendation.
 
GRADE 11 AP: ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION                                Advanced Placement  English Language and Composition uses a British literature survey course to achieve the requirements of the Advanced Placement curriculum as they apply to language, composition, and literature. Analysis of literature, weekly vocabulary enrichment, and practice with grammar, usage, and mechanics will build a stronger foundation for students to write narrative, expository, analytical, and argumentative assignments. Research techniques are intrinsic to core course requirements. With a mastery of critical reading and composition skills, students should fare well on the Spring AP examination which may earn them college credit. The AP exam is a course requirement taken in lieu of the final examination.

 Prerequisite:  85% or higher in English 10 Honors with teacher recommendation.

GRADE 11: COLLEGE RESEARCH (1Q - 1.25 Credits)                                               This elective course, to run for one quarter, is designed specifically to introduce and prepare 11th graders for the college admission search. We will tackle all aspects of the college process including, "What does 'right fit' mean for me?" Students will investigate colleges, prepare a resume, explore paragraph and essay topics, prepare for interviews and college visits, and, in general, leave the course prepared and knowledgeable for the road ahead.
Note: College Research is a Pass/Fail Course.
ENGLISH 12 CP (WORLD LITERATURE)                                                                   This course exposes students to a wide range of modern and contemporary literature.  Students are presented a chronology of world issues, themes, and literary movements, drawing parallels to modern problems and historical events. Writing, vocabulary, speaking, and analytical skills are developed through critical thinking and analysis.  

   

ENGLISH 12 HONORS (WORLD LITERATURE HONORS)                                     This course is similar to World Literature CP, but additional and more challenging readings are required. Vocabulary enrichment and language usage skills enhance the writings that accompany the readings. Students will present a research paper on a literary aspect of their choice, as approved by the instructor.

Prerequisite:  85% or higher in English 11 Honors or 90% or higher in English 11 CP with teacher recommendation.

 

 ENGLISH 12 AP: ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION                   Advanced Placement Literature and Composition uses a World Literature survey course   to achieve the requirements of the Advanced Placement curriculum as they apply to the study of poetry, prose, and composition. Seventeenth century through twentieth century poetry is heavily concentrated, with emphasis on structure, analysis, and merits. Prose will be examined as to genre, literary technique, tone, and diction.  Writing assignments based on the prompts from retired AP exams will be used as authentic preparation for these students, all of whom are required to take the Spring AP examination.

Prerequisites:  85% or higher in English 11 Honors or 85% or higher in English Language AP with teacher recommendation. 

JOURNALISM                                                                                                                   Students taking this course must be a member of the school yearbook staff or the school newspaper staff (or both). Student grades will be dependent on the work submitted to those publications.

CREATIVE WRITING (1S – 2.5 credits)                                                                                                    Students in this course will generate free-writing in a journal, study models of good writing, and experiment with poetry and prose. Students will develop a sense of speaker and audience. They will provide positive support for their fellow writers and learn to revise their work using concrete, sensory details and appropriate choice of diction, syntax, purpose, and audience. Students will also learn techniques for evaluating writing and may use these techniques to evaluate submissions to the school literary magazine, The Phoenix, which is a co-curricular activity. Therefore, students taking this class may also choose to become a part of The Phoenix staff, although participation is not required for the course.                                                                                                                                                                                                    
 

  FINE ARTS DEPARTMENT (1Q 1.25 Credits, 1S 2.5 Credits)
 ART 7 (1S)                                                                                                                         Students are introduced to a broad overview of the many techniques and tools used to make fine and applied art.  They will study the foundations of drawing, painting, design and composition.  Content includes the use of different mediums, such as charcoals, pastels, clays, and printmaking tools.

 

ART 8 (1S)                                                                                                                        Students will expand upon the skills introduced in Grade 7.  Attention is focused on translating drawing/design into higher level projects.  Both fine and applied art lessons will be taught and a selection of the following mediums explored: charcoal, pastels, watercolor paints, clay, dye, cut paper, and inks.  Color theory and art history concepts will be introduced, as well.

ART 9 (1S)                                                                                                                         Students in ART 9 will continue to work with a variety of professional artists' materials and techniques. Attention is focused on translating realism and abstraction via drawing and designing into both fine and applied art areas. Content utilizes many of the following mediums: traditional and colored pencils, ink, charcoals, pastels, watercolor and/or acrylic painting. Ceramics: both hand building and potter's wheel. Color theory, design/composition and specific areas of art history will be explored in conjunction with each project

CERAMICS (1S)                                                                                                              Students will learn basic skills and technical knowledge of traditional hand building and pottery wheel methods: pinched, coil, slab construction and wheel throwing. Students will explore a variety of clay bodies: High fire/low fire:  white, brown, speckled and terracotta.  They will apply a variety of surface decoration and firing techniques using an assortment of  tools, chemicals and glazes such as sodium silicate, oxides and resists. Artistic expression, critical thinking and problem solving will be developed and applied. A ceramics notebook/journal and executed pieces will be evaluated on a regular basis.  A museum visit will be required and students will create a digital portfolio of the work that is created throughout the semester. 
ART HISTORY  (1S)                                                                                                            This course will be a survey of paintings, drawings, sculpture and architecture in Western Society representing many periods of art, such as :  Egyptian, Greek, Roman, Gothic, Renaissance, Baroque, Romanticism, Impressionism, Expressionism, Surrealism, Abstraction…and MORE!  
In addition to identifying artwork and learning aesthetics, students will discover the philosophies and historical situations that propelled these periods of art.  Taught as an academic course, there will be a required textbook and extensive reading, but NO artistic skills are needed. Student research will develop critical thinking and be presented in an assortment of venues such as power point presentations, written papers, or podcasts.  Museum visits with the class/ private or on line will be required.  
ART STUDIO (1S)                                                                                                                                                            This course is the foundation for students considering careers in architecture, interior design, industrial design, graphic design, fashion design, fine arts, animation and other fields related to the arts.  It is a basic foundation course focusing on the elements and principles of design, aesthetic awareness, problem solving and developing observation and technical skills in drawing, painting, printmaking, fiber arts and, ceramics. An examination of works created by master artists of various cultures will be explored. A museum visit will be required and students will create a digital portfolio of the work that is created throughout the semester.
DRAWING AND PAINTING (1S)                                                                                                                        Drawing skills from direct observation of the still-life, landscape, figure and architectural forms will be emphasized along with further understanding of design principles, color theory, critical thinking and problem solving. These concepts will be introduced and illustrated throughout the course through the exposure and analysis of movements associated in art history. A variety of drawing and painting techniques and media will be explored, including pencil, ink, charcoal, pastel, acrylic, collage, and  watercolor. Sketchbooks assignments will be given regularly and account for a large portion of the grade.  A museum visit will be required and students will create a digital portfolio of the work that is created throughout the semester. 

MUSIC 7 (1S)

Introduction to Music/Music of the Renaissance.       Students will be introduced to the fundamental components of music through the Master Theory book I by Charles S. Peters and Paul Yoder.  These components include the staff, notation and note values, key signatures, intervals, major scales, etc.  Some students with a strong theoretical background may be permitted to move on to Book II with the instructor's permission.

For context, the music of the Renaissance will be analyzed including the lives and works of Desprez, Palestrina and Gabrieli.  Students will compile a repertoire list and will be required to develop and use auditory skills as we study music by a wide variety of composers.  Works will be considered from a number of different analytical perspectives.  
MUSIC 8 (1S)

Music of the Baroque and Classical Periods.       Students will be introduced to the fundamental components of music through the Master Theory book I by Charles S. Peters and Paul Yoder.  These components include the staff, notation and note values, key signatures, intervals, major scales, etc.  Some students with a strong theoretical background may be permitted to move on to Book II with the instructor's permission.

For context, the music of the Baroque and Classical periods will be analyzed including the lives and works of Monteverdi, Purcell, Corelli, Vivaldi, J.S. Bach, Handel, Haydn, Mozart, and Beethoven.  Students will compile a repertoire list and will be required to develop and use auditory skills as we study music by a wide variety of composers.  Works will be considered from a number of different analytical perspectives.  
MUSIC 9 (1S)

Music of the Romantic Period.       Students will be introduced to the fundamental components of music through the Master Theory book I by Charles S. Peters and Paul Yoder.  These components include the staff, notation and note values, key signatures, intervals, major scales, etc.  Some students with a strong theoretical background may be permitted to move on to Book II with the instructor's permission.  For context, the music of the Romantic period will be analyzed including the lives and works of  Schubert, Schumann, Chopin, Liszt, Mendelssohn, Berlioz, Tchaikovsky, Smetana, Dvorak, Brahms, Verdi, Puccini, Wagner, and Mahler.  Students will compile a repertoire list and will be required to develop and use auditory skills as we study music by a wide variety of composers.  Works will be considered from a number of different analytical perspectives.  
MUSIC 10 (1Q)

Music of the Twentieth Century.       Students will be introduced to the fundamental components of music through the Master Theory book I by Charles S. Peters and Paul Yoder.  These components include the staff, notation and note values, key signatures, intervals, major scales, etc.  Some students with a strong theoretical background may be permitted to move on to Book II with the instructor's permission.  For context, the music of the Impressionistic and Modern periods will be analyzed including the works of Debussy, Ravel, Stravinsky, Schoenberg, Berg, Bartok, Shostakovich, Ives, Gershwin, Copland, Joplin, Ellington and Parker. Students will compile a repertoire list and will be required to develop and use auditory skills as we study music by a wide variety of composers.  Works will be considered from a number of different analytical perspectives.  
and transcriptions

WORLD LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT (Each course is 5 Credits)
LATIN 7                                                                                                                            The Latin/English course in grade 7 is the first part of a two-year program focusing on a sharpening of language skills through Latin.  The course also treats the language as it can be understood in its historical and cultural setting. 

 

LATIN 8                                                                                                                                 This course is deigned to help the student develop knowledge of fundamental grammar, basic forms, and vocabulary through the reading and writing of elementary material. Reading material focuses on Roman legends, mythology and daily life in the ancient world.  Study of Roman culture is also emphasized.

 
LATIN I                                                                                                                                                 This course is designed to help students develop knowledge of fundamental grammar, basic forms, and vocabulary through the reading and writing of elementary material. Reading material focuses on Roman legends, mythology, and daily life in the ancient world.  Study of Roman culture is also emphasized.
 

 LATIN II                                                                                                                               In this course, the student further develops his skills in reading and understanding Latin.  A thorough review of the vocabulary and grammar of Latin I occupies the first few weeks.  New grammatical structures are introduced followed by the translations of Jason story and Caesar’s Commentaries on the Gallic Wars.  Emphasis is placed on the derivation of English words from Latin and on an appreciation of classical culture, history and literature.

 

LATIN LITERATURE HONORS                                                                                   This course will provide a development of Latin grammar (e.g., all uses of subjunctive mood, gerundive, supine), and translation of Latin literature including Pliny’s Letters, letters and orations of Cicero, and introductions to the works of Catullus, Horace, Seneca, and Ovid.

This course is designed to help the students make a transition from the Latin Honors Course to the reading of the great works of literature in the Latin Language.  The students will study excerpts from Latin writings through the ages including Cicero’s defense of the poet Acheas, Cicero’s Letters and Philosophical Works, the poetry of Horace, Catullus, Ovid, and Virgil as well as other examples of Latin writings through the ages.
This course consists of a review of Latin grammar, the study of literary devices, meter, historical background of authors and poetry of the Roman Golden Age and Classical literature in general. Selections are chosen from diverse authors and genres, e.g. Plautus, Ovid, Catullus, Horace and Vergil with particular emphasis on the greatest Roman Epic poem, the Aeneid. The life of Vergil is studied and the effects of the Trojan War and the influence of the Emporer Augustus on his poetry.

FRENCH I                                                                                                                                                This course stresses the fundamental aspects of the French language.  The student builds a basic vocabulary and knowledge of structures.  He begins to communicate by means of the four basic language skills in their natural order (listening, speaking, reading, writing).  He is introduced to the culture and traditions of France and French-speaking countries.
 

FRENCH II CP                                                                                                                          This course continues to stress the building of basic vocabulary and knowledge of structures.  The students develop the ability to communicate by means of the four basic language skills in their natural order (listening, speaking, reading and writing).  He becomes acquainted with further aspects of the culture and traditions of France and French-speaking countries.           
 

FRENCH II HONORS                                                                                                         This course continues to stress the building of basic vocabulary and knowledge of structures.  The students develop the ability to communicate by means of the four basic language skills in their natural order (listening, speaking, reading and writing).  He becomes acquainted with further aspects of the culture and traditions of France and French-speaking countries. Students given the Honors designation are held to a higher standard of performance and are given longer writing assignments than CP students.

 Prerequisite: 90% or higher in French I with teacher recommendation

 

FRENCH III CP                                                                                                                                                        The course stresses the building of vocabulary and knowledge of structures, including some more complex ones, utilizing all tenses of the indicative, as well as the present subjunctive.  The student deepens his ability to communicate using the four basic skills.  He becomes aware of further aspects of the culture and traditions of France and French-speaking countries and is introduced to French literature.  
 

FRENCH III HONORS                                                                                                                                                   The course stresses the building of vocabulary and knowledge of structures, including some more complex ones, utilizing all tenses of the indicative, as well as the present subjunctive.  The student deepens his ability to communicate using the four basic skills.  He becomes aware of further aspects of the culture and traditions of France and French-speaking countries and is introduced to French literature.  Students given the Honors designation are held to a higher standard of performance and are given longer writing assignments than CP students.
Prerequisite: 85% or higher in French II Honors or 90% or higher in French II CP with teacher recommendation.

 

 FRENCH IV CP                                                                                                                    Students in this course are presumed to have already attained a firm foundation in grammar and vocabulary, on which they will build during their final year of high school French.  Classroom conversations and discussions, the writing of expository, narrative and descriptive prose, and the reading of literature enable the student to attain a high level of fluency and familiarity with the language. 

 

FRENCH IV HONORS                                                                                                   Students in this course are presumed to have already attained a firm foundation in grammar and vocabulary, on which they will build during their final year of high school French.  Classroom conversations and discussions, the writing of expository, narrative and descriptive prose, and the reading of literature enable the student to attain a high level of fluency and familiarity with the language.  Students given the Honors designation are held to a higher standard of performance and are given longer writing assignments than CP students.

Prerequisite:  85% or higher in French III Honors or 90% or higher in French III CP with teacher recommendation.

 

SPANISH I                                                                                                                            This course stresses the fundamental aspects of the Spanish language. The student builds a basic vocabulary and knowledge of the structures.  He begins to communicate by means of the four basic language skills in their natural order (listening, speaking, reading, and writing) which are intermeshed with the mannerisms and culture of the Spanish-speaking peoples. 

 

SPANISH II CP                                                                                                                   This course completes the study of the essentials needed for communication in the language which were presented and drilled in Spanish I.  The student is expected to become more proficient in the four basic language skills while being introduced to Spanish history and civilization.

 

SPANISH II HONORS                                                                                                         This honors course has been developed for the student in level I who has demonstrated a mastery of the sound-system of Spanish and is able to easily handle the basic structures of the language in both speech and writing.  It is intended to aid this student in making the transition from the controlled material used in level I to an appreciation of authentic literary works – one of the objectives of the Spanish III Honors course.  During the second semester, the student is introduced to short works of Spanish and Hispanic American literature.

 Prerequisite: 90% or higher in Spanish I with a score of 90% or higher on the qualifying examination.

 

SPANISH III CP                                                                                                                                   This course reviews the essentials needed for communication in the language which were presented and drilled in Spanish I and II.  The student is expected to become more proficient in the four basic language skills while continuing to develop an awareness of and appreciation for the culture, history and civilization of the Spanish speaking countries.

 
SPANISH III HONORS                                                                                                                                         This course continues to improve the student’s fluency in the conversation skills and enhances his active vocabulary while introducing him to authentic literary works of Spain and Latin America.  It also assists the student in his understanding of the principal literary forms and stylistic techniques of Hispanic literature, their development through the centuries, and their contribution to Hispanic thought and expression.  In addition, the student begins to develop a literary style of his own.  It thoroughly prepares the student to qualify for the Advanced Placement Course in Spanish Language which is offered in senior year. 
Prerequisites: 85% or higher in Spanish II Honors or 90% or higher in Spanish II CP with teacher recommendation.
 

SPANISH IV HONORS                                                                                                                                           This course is designed for those students who have demonstrated a high level of proficiency in the four basic language skills and who wish to perfect their knowledge of the language.  It revolves around the use of Spanish for active communication in order to continue to improve the students” oral and written proficiency in the language while providing them with a survey of both Spanish and Hispanic American literature.  The students are expected to speak Spanish throughout the class period, actively participate in discussions, and write organized, well-constructed compositions and essays based on specified themes centered around the literature studied.  Only the more difficult grammatical structures are reviewed and drilled as they are encountered in the literary works.
 Prerequisite:  85% or higher in Spanish III Honors or 90% or higher in Spanish III CP with teacher recommendation. 
 
SPANISH AP                                                                                                                      This course is the equivalent of a college course in advanced Spanish writing and conversation.  For this reason, it is designed for those students who have demonstrated  high level of proficiency in the four basic language skills and who wish to perfect their knowledge of the language.  This course is based on the premise that students must be exposed to language in realistic contexts.  It revolves around the use of Spanish for active communication; the class is conducted totally in Spanish, and the students are expected to speak Spanish throughout the class period, participate in discussions, read authentic materials, and write organized, well constructed letters, emails, journal entries, and essays.
Prerequisites: 85% or higher in Spanish III/IV Honors with teacher recommendation.

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Quarter = 1.25 Credits
Semester = 2.5 Credits

Full Year = 5 Credits
SOCIAL HEALTH (1S)                                                                                                              The course for the seventh grade emphasizes the importance of instruction of basic skills necessary to participate in team sports. There are also many other creative activities used to develop a better sense of human movement. The course will introduce the importance of coordination, injury prevention, and physical fitness.
 
PERSONAL HEALTH (1S)                                                                           This     eighth grade course emphasizes the importance of instruction of basic skills necessary to participate in team sports. There are also many other creative activities used to develop a better sense of human movement. The course will introduce the importance of coordination, injury prevention, and physical fitness.

 
HEALTH ISSUES (1S)                                                                                    Physical education in the ninth grade emphasizes coordination, conditioning, and physical fitness.  There is also strong emphasis on team sports and competition, with the aim toward improvement in individual skills and techniques within each activity.

 

 HEALTH ISSUES (1Q)                                                                                                      This elective course is designed to help students understand themselves as they grow physically, socially, and emotionally in the society in which they belong, by considering such topics as sexually transmitted diseases, drug use and abuse of alcohol and tobacco.

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 10 (1S)                                                                                  The Course for the tenth grade emphasizes participation in team sports. Much emphasis is also placed on lifetime and carry-over activities so that upon graduation, each student will have acquired the habit and desire for physical activity and should seek to continue one or more activities for life.

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 11 (1S)                                                                                 The Course for the eleventh grade emphasizes participation in team sports. Much emphasis is also placed on lifetime and carry-over activities so that upon graduation, each student will have acquired the habit and desire for physical activity and should seek to continue one or more activities for life. Using a curriculum developed by the American Red Cross, the First Aid course focuses on the recognition and treatment of first aid emergencies.  It prepares the student for the American Red Cross First Aid and CPR certificates.

 

DRIVER EDUCATION (1Q)                                                                                        The ultimate objective of this elective course is to provide educational experiences which will give students the skills, the knowledge, and above all, the proper attitude necessary for the efficient and safe operation of an automobile. By course end, students should be prepared to take the written New Jersey state examination at a Motor Vehicles agency. This course is reserved for tenth grade students.

FIRST AID   (1Q)                                                                                                                American Red Cross first aid, CPR, and AED programs are designed to give you the confidence to respond in an emergency situation with skills that can save a life. 
Included in this elective course is additional training in bloodborne pathogens, oxygen administration and injury prevention which is added to CPR and first aid training to prepare you to prevent and respond to life-threatening emergencies.
HEALTH & FITNESS (1S)                                                                        
                   The Physical Education classroom creates a positive learning environment, a place where every student has the opportunity to be successful. Phys Ed 12 stresses not only the physical aspects of a student’s lifestyle, but the cognitive and social aspects as well. The importance of teamwork, cooperation, and sportsmanship is promoted through various team and lifetime fitness activities. The students are encouraged to participate in additional physical activities to maintain a healthy lifestyle.                                                                                       

HEALTH & FITNESS (1Q)
The 12th grade health class will focus on making informed and healthy life choices which includes mental and emotional health, body systems, growth and development, medicines and drugs, disease and disorders and injury prevention and safety healthy relationships.

 
MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT (Each course is 5 credits) 

PRE-ALGEBRA                                                                                                              This course reviews the fundamental ideas of integers, decimals, exponents, fractions, proportions and percents, and how they can be represented in equations and equalities.  The course then introduces the coordinate plane and the graphing formulae.  Through emphasis on algebraic patterns, the student is introduced to geometry and measurement.  
Pre-requisite:  Above 50% in Oratory Prep Placement Examination
 

ALGEBRA I   CP                                                                                                                                                  Topics include the field axioms and other properties, number sets, linear equations, linear inequalities, absolute value, linear graphing, developing and solving systems of equations, operations with polynomials, simplifying rational and radical expressions, solving rational and radical equations, and solving quadratic equations, including a study of the quadratic formula. Throughout the course, various applications are introduces with emphasis on logic.
 
ALGEBRA I HONORS                                                                                               Topics include the field of axioms and other properties, number sets, linear equations, linear inequalities, absolute value, linear graphing, developing and solving systems of equations, operations with polynomials, simplifying rational and radical expressions, solving rational and radical equations, and solving quadratic equations, including a study of the quadratic formula.  Students are also introduced to exponentials and right triangles.

Prerequisite:  85% or higher in Pre-Algebra with teacher recommendation.

 

GEOMETRY CP                                                                                                                                               This course is designed to aid the student in the development of logical reasoning and creative thinking through the use of proofs and algebraic applications.  This geometric system includes the basic element of point, line, plane, perpendicular lines, parallel lines and planes, congruent and similar polygons, right triangles, Pythagorean Theorem, circles, and perimeter and area of familiar polygons.
 
GEOMETRY HONORS                                                                                               This course is a thorough study of Euclidean Geometry with emphasis on developing logical reasoning.  Topics include:  perpendicular and parallel lines and planes, congruent and similar polygons, right triangles, circles, perimeter, area, and volume.  The course also includes introductory topics in trigonometry:  definitions of the trigonometric functions, unit circle, radian measure, and right triangle trigonometry.  These topics will be covered at a depth and pace that will present a challenge for students with superior ability in mathematics.

Prerequisite: 85% in Algebra I H or 90% or higher in Algebra I CP with teacher recommendation.

 

ALGEBRA II CP                                                                                                                                                         This course is a study of intermediate algebra for the average student.  An emphasis is placed on the study of equations and inequalities, including linear, rational, radical, and quadratic forms.  Throughout the course there is an application to word problems and use of the graphical calculator.  Additional topics include functions and their graphs, complex numbers, and introductions to logarithms and conic sections.
 

 ALGEBRA II HONORS                                                                                                                                                              This course gives the superior mathematics student an opportunity to take Advanced Placement Mathematics.  An emphasis is placed on word problems to develop the student’s ability to translate physical situations into mathematical sentences.  Through the use of a graphical calculator, the student is introduced to polynomial, rational, general algebraic, exponential, logarithmic and trigonometric functions.

Prerequisite:  85% or higher in Algebra I Honors or Geometry Honors or 90% or higher in Algebra I CP or Geometry CP with teacher recommendation.

INTRODUCTION TO CALCULUS                                                                                   This course provides a background in function theory necessary for the study of the Calculus. This course includes basic graphing techniques, transformations, combinations, and properties of functions. The course will put an emphasis on polynomial, radical, rational, logarithmic and trigonometric functions and graphs. The concepts of limits, continuity and derivatives will be applied to polynomial, rational, radicals to a basic level.

INTRODUCTION TO CALCULUS HONORS                                                                 This course provides a background in function theory necessary for the study of the Calculus.  This includes basic graphing techniques, transformations, combinations, and properties of functions.  The concept of limit will be discussed from both a graphical and arithmetic viewpoint and used in the development of the derivative.  Types of functions studied are; polynomial, rational, general algebraic, exponential, logarithmic, and trigonometric.  Sequences, polar coordinates, polar graphs, and vectors will also be studied.

Note:  Introduction to Calculus Honors is designed as the first half of the Advanced Placement Course in calculus.  Students choosing Introduction to Calculus Honors should have the desire, willingness, and motivation to continue with the second half of the two year sequence: Advanced Placement Calculus AB or Honors Calculus.
Prerequisite:  85% in Algebra II Honors or 90% in Algebra II CP with teacher recommendation.

CALCULUS HONORS                                                                                                                                                    This course is designed for the above-average mathematics student who would like a thorough introduction to limits, continuity, derivatives, integrals, and other topics in calculus.  Applications include calculations of areas, optimization of problems, related rates, falling body problems, and topics in design.  
 Prerequisite:  85% or higher in Algebra II Honors or 90% or higher in Introduction to Calculus with teacher recommendation.

 
AP CALCULUS AB                                                                                                      This advanced placement course provides an in-depth study of limits, derivatives, continuity, the definite and indefinite integral, and applications necessary to prepare for the College Board’s Advanced Placement Examination in Calculus AB.  This course is designed for the superior mathematics student who wishes to garner college credit in calculus.

Prerequisite:  85%or higher in Algebra II Honors or Calculus Honors with teacher recommendation.

STATISTICS                                                                                                                     The primary concern of this course will be to describe information gathered through observation in an understandable and usable manner. The students will study data collection including descriptive and inferential statistics, types of sampling, distributions, quantitative and qualitative variables, data organization and summarizing including graphs and histograms, range, deviation, variance and distributions, describing data in terms of two variables including regression and graphical analysis, introduction to probability with statistics including discrete probability distributions, and the study of confidence levels and error analysis. Students will use computers and calculators throughout the course in correlation with their projects, assessments and assignments.

 

 

 SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 
 Science courses – 5 credits

Science courses with lab – 6 credits
 PHYSICAL AND LIFE SCIENCE                                                                                   This course exposes students of both 7th and 8th grades to an overview of various topics in the Physical and Biological Sciences, with an emphasis on developing problem solving and critical thinking skills necessary for the more advanced study of science on the high school level.  Topics covered include those related to chemistry, physics (approximately 3 quarters) and biology (approximately 1 quarter).  Academic study will be supplemented and enhanced with hands-on laboratory experiences.

 
BIOLOGY I CP (lab)                                                                                                                   Biology I CP is an introduction to life sciences. Topics covered may include Cell structures and functions, genetics, taxonomy, botany, zoology, human physiology, and ecology. The emphasis is on the nature of life and its connection with the world in which we live. Both lecture and hands-on activities (labs) are included in this study.
BIOLOGY I HONORS (lab)                                                                                                                          Biology I Honors gives students the opportunity to explore, question and analyze the many intricacies of life. The purpose of this course is to provide a detailed introduction to the major themes and concepts in biology. Students will investigate biology at four fundamental levels: molecular, cellular, organism and population biology. Experiments will emphasize the scientific methods, culminating in an independent research project that will challenge students to think creatively, make critical evaluations of their work, and provide them with a model for interpreting the world around them. Students will also develop the fundamental skills of problem-solving, concise writing, critical reading and public presentation.
Prerequisite: 85% or higher in Science 8 with teacher recommendation.

BIOLOGY II HONORS (1S) (lab)                                                                                                         This course is an in-depth college level course that studies living systems.  Topics cover cell structure, genetics, physiology, comparative anatomy, energy processes, homeostatic mechanisms and ecological interactions.  Attention is given to laboratories that emphasize these topics and how they relate to everyday life.
Prerequisites: A minimum grade of 85 in Biology I (Honors) or 90 in Biology I (CP) and recommendation of the Biology teacher.

This course serves as a prerequisite for AP Biology.

BIOLOGY AP (lab)                                                                                                                   This fast-paced and rigorous AP course is designed to be the equivalent of a two semester introductory college biology course.  The curriculum follows the requirements set by The College Board in order to develop a conceptual framework for modern biology and appreciation of science as a process. Twelve required labs are an integral part of the offering.  As a result summer assignments will be given in advance. All students will be required to take the AP exam in the spring in lieu of a final examination.

Prerequisite:  85% or higher in Biology II Honors with teacher recommendation.

 

CHEMISTRY I CP (lab)                                                                                                          This course exposes the students to most of the major topics in general chemistry.  Emphasis is placed on understanding concepts, solving chemical problems, identifying chemical principles in daily life, and reinforcing concepts with appropriate lab work and utilizing technology in the lab.
 

CHEMISTRY I HONORS (lab)                                                                                                                       This course exposes the students to all the major topics in general chemistry at a more detailed level than Honors Chemistry.  Emphasis is placed on understanding Course concepts, solving chemical problems, identifying chemical principles in daily life, performing experiments which reinforce concepts and utilizing appropriate technology in the lab.  Independent review work is recommended in preparation for the SAT II Chemistry.
Prerequisites: 85% or higher in Algebra I Honors or Geometry Honors or 90% in Algebra I CP or Geometry CP with teacher recommendation. 

 
CHEMISTRY II AP (lab)                                                                                                                         This course presents the fundamentals of general chemistry with an emphasis on problem solving and some lab work.  Topics which will be presented in depth include gases, bonding, states of matter, solutions, acids and bases, equilibrium, electrochemistry and redox reactions.  Upon successful completion of this course, the student will have been exposed to all material necessary for the AP exam in chemistry, which is required of all students enrolled in this course.
Prerequisites: 85% or higher in Chemistry I Honors with teacher recommendation. 

 
CONCEPTUAL PHYSICS                                                                                           This course will provide the full breadth of a physics survey course.  This includes topics in mechanics, heat and matter, waves, and electricity and magnetism.  The emphasis will be on mastery of the physics concepts, without the requirements of mathematical rigor in problem solving.  The course makes use of laboratory experimentation.

 

PHYSICS HONORS (1S) (lab)                                                                                      This elective course will provide the full breadth of a physics survey course.  This includes topics in mechanics, heat and matter, waves and light, and electricity and magnetism.  This course will combine a comprehension of the underlying physical principles with an in- depth, mathematically-oriented approach to problem solving.  Furthermore, this course aims to outfit the student with an organized methodology to problem solving, and with an analytical eye toward data collection and analysis utilizing a formal scientific approach.  There is extensive use of laboratory experimentation, including the writing of formal lab reports.
Prerequisites: 85% or higher in Chemistry Honors; in addition 90% or higher in Algebra II with teacher recommendation.
This course serves as a prerequisite to Physics AP
 
AP PHYSICS (lab)                                                                                                          This elective course will provide the full breadth of an Advanced Placement physics course.  This includes topics in mechanics, heat and matter, waves and light, and electricity and magnetism, and quantum physics.  This course will combine a comprehension of the underlying physical principles with an in depth, mathematically-oriented approach to problem solving.  It is algebra-based and does not use calculus.  Furthermore, this course aims to outfit the student with an organized methodology to problem solving, and with an analytical eye toward data collection and analysis utilizing a formal scientific approach.  There is extensive use of laboratory experimentation, including the writing of formal lab reports. It is expected that students taking this course register for and take the Advanced Placement “B” exam offered by Educational Testing Service.

Prerequisites: A minimum grade of 85% or higher in Physics Honors with teacher recommendation.
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE HONORS                                                                                                                    The goal of the Environmental Science course is to provide students with the scientific principles, concepts, and methodologies required to understand the interrelationships of the natural world and to explain how life on Earth is sustained, what leads to environmental problems, and how these problems can be solved.

 

 
SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT (5 Credits or S-2.5 Credits)
SOCIAL STUDIES 7                                                                                                          This course requires students to recognize the key ideas and concepts of American history that focuses on a survey of prehistoric cultures of America through the events of the Civil War. Students will examine and discuss the early civilizations and people that shaped the United States.  A great deal of emphasis will also be placed on the understanding of several reform movements, conflicts, resolutions, and overviews of cultural norms and traditions.

 

SOCIAL STUDIES 8                                                                                                                                                                                                          Geography 8 is a course that requires students to be exposed to, and understand the core concepts of geographical patterns and to participate in the analysis of the cultural, social, political, and physical factors that have influenced several different countries.  This course also requires students to compare and contrast the traditions and backgrounds of cultures worldwide.

 The civics portion of the course will allow students to examine the fundamental concepts of a democratic society.  Students will analyze core concepts that include a study of: the U.S. Constitution, voting procedures, the law making process, and general functions of the U.S. government.

 
WORLD HISTORY CP                                                                                                 This course will examine the political, social, economic, and geographic history of various regions and cultures through the Renaissance.  Students will recognize and analyze the contributions of several societies and people, and determine how these factors have molded our ever-changing global world.  A heavy emphasis will be placed on the examination of primary documents, research methodologies, and the utilization of technology.

 

WORLD HISTORY HONORS                                                                                       This course will examine the political, social, economic, and geographic history of various regions and cultures through the Renaissance.  Students will recognize and analyze the contributions of several societies and people, and determine how these factors have molded our ever-changing global world.  A heavy emphasis will be placed on the examination of primary documents, research methodologies, and the utilization of technology. In this course, students will be required to demonstrate their critical thinking and analytical skills, and will be asked to formulate their opinions and ideas through a number of oral and written means.

Prerequisite: 85% or higher in Social Studies 8 with teacher recommendation.

 
US HISTORY I CP                                                                                                                                                       This course examines United States history from the Age of Discovery through Reconstruction.  The main focus of the course will be the understanding of the roots and development of American society and government.  Students will analyze several major economic, social, and political movements that shaped the United States into a major world power.  Significant concepts from other social sciences such as: geography, economics, sociology, and political science will be introduced and utilized.
 

US HISTORY I HONORS                                                                                                                                                          This course examines United States history from the Age of Discovery through Reconstruction.  The main focus of the course will be the understanding of the roots and development of American society and government.  Students will analyze several major economic, social, and political movements that shaped the United States into a major world power.  Significant concepts from other social sciences such as: geography, economics, sociology, and political science will be introduced and utilized.  
 This course requires students to demonstrate their critical thinking and analytical skills.  An increased emphasis will be placed on document based analysis, research, and formulating and constructing original opinions and presentations.

Prerequisite: 85% or higher in World History Honors or 90% or higher in World History CP with teacher recommendation.

 

US HISTORY II CP                                                                                                                                  This course examines American history from Reconstruction until the present. It views the transformation of the United States from a rural, parochial society to a modern, industrialized world power. The nature and causes of this transformation, as well as the problems it has caused, is the subject matter of this course.
 

US HISTORY II AP                                                                                                                                                                            This is a college level course in American History from Reconstruction to the present. We will examine three major themes in the development of the United States over the last 125 years, namely the impact of industrialization and modernization, the growth of the nation as a world power, and the reform impulse and the rise of the social welfare state. These interrelated concerns will be the main focus, but of course a number of other themes will be discussed as well.
 This course requires critical, analytical thinking and reading, as well as clear and incisive writing and speaking, and these skills will be honed throughout the year. With hard work, the student should be able to do well on the Advanced Placement Exam in US History. 

Prerequisite: 85% or higher in U.S. History I Honors with teacher recommendation.

 

US HISTORY II HONORS                                                                                                                                                                             This is an Honors level course in American History from Reconstruction to the present. We will examine three major themes in the development of the United States over the last 125 years, namely the impact of industrialization and modernization, the growth of the nation as a world power, and the reform impulse and the rise of the social welfare state. These interrelated concerns will be the main focus, but of course a number of other themes will be discussed as well.
This course requires critical, analytical thinking and reading, as well as clear and incisive writing and speaking, and these skills will be honed throughout the year. 

Prerequisite: 85% or higher in US History I Honors or 90% or higher in                 US History I CP with teacher recommendation.

 
ECONOMICS AP                                                                                                                This elective course introduces students to the basic concepts of macro and microeconomics.  Students will be exposed to several economic terms and concepts including: scarcity, supply and demand, marketing, and marginal and aggregate analysis.  Students will also need to utilize their mathematical knowledge to complete several interactive assignments.  Students will prepare for the Advanced Placement Exams in Macroeconomics or Microeconomics.

Prerequisite:  85% or higher in U.S. History II Honors or 90% or higher in U.S. History II CP with teacher recommendation.  Students must also have an 85% or higher in the previous year’s mathematics course.

  

 SOCIOLOGY                                                                                                                     The elective course will examine the guiding principles of sociology in order to ascertain an understanding of the world and its diverse array of people. We will investigate the major themes of culture, society, and socialization. These interrelated themes breed subsequent topics to be studied such as groups, deviance, sexuality, class, gender, and race. In all, the course will provide students with an opportunity to witness themselves through a sociological perspective.

ECONOMICS (1S)                                                                                                   Students in this elective course will be introduced to the basic concepts of macro and microeconomics. Students will be exposed to several economic terms and concepts including: personal investment, money management, taxes, budgets, supply and demand, marketing, and accounting. After taking this course, students should be able to apply those concepts to ordinary situations, and to better understand the large-scale economic issues in our country and our world.

INTRODUCTION TO BUSINESS (1S)

Students will be able to develop an understanding of how business affects their everyday lives. They will learn about the economic system and its role in business, how private enterprise works, how businesses are organized, and what role the government plays in business. Students will also learn key concepts that pertain to their individual financial futures.

LAW (1S)                                                                                                                           This elective course will expose students to the many facets of practical law, and recognize their own rights and responsibilities as a citizen. Students will use their critical thinking and writing skills to analyze specific court cases, precedents, and legal scenarios. Topics to be covered in the law portion of the course include: an introduction to the legal system, criminal law, civil law, torts, consumer and housing law, family law, individual rights and responsibilities, and most importantly, Constitutional law.

SENIOR SEMINAR (1Q)
In this research-based course, students will develop a presentation of their research on an instructor-approved topic. They will use school-sponsored research databases along with other instructor-approved sources (including school-vetted subject area experts), keep a journal of their progress, discuss their progress in seminar-style meetings with the rest of their class, and create a final presentation of the results of their research. 
TECHNOLOGY DEPARTMENT
COMPUTER SKILLS (1Q)                                                                                                                                  This 8-week cycle course will assist 9th grade students to learn the ins and outs of operating systems and office suites, so that they can effectively utilize the technology available. Topics to be covered will include: organizing and managing files using folders; searching the World Wide Web effectively; using the features of a word processing application such as bullets and numbering, graphics and citations to better create papers; utilizing a spreadsheet program to collect, organize, graph and analyze numeric data; creating imaginative, eye-catching and effective presentations using their presentation software. Students will perform hands-on activities that will expand their productivity with and knowledge of their laptops and the tools it provides.


 COMPUTER PROGRAMMING (1S)

This class is designed to introduce the concept of programming languages by examining programming using the Java language.  The focus is on programming as problem solving. While there will be considerable hands-on work with laptops, students will also be required to do a significant amount of reading and assignments from the textbook to master the basics of the course. 

